THE HIERARCHY OF FISH

Commitment to Collaboration & Continuing the Conversation
Despite Distance

A still from The Hierachy of Fish
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I The Process



Senior Rylie Butzbaugh-Patrick's new set up

for The Hierarchy of Fish



The Piece

The Hierarchy of Fish

“When a prominent professor at a liberal arts

college refuses to use a student's preferred

pronoun, it unleashes an intense battle over

political correctness. A slur is painted on a

door, a slushie is hurled into a professor's face

and the students struggle to find the line

between freedom of speech and the freedom

to be their authentic selves.”

By the time the play got to our hands,
free speech still held emphasis, but a much
larger issue was presented: the hierarchy of
power. Where we once had a room of
professionals reading through a new script
observing who was right or wrong, we now
have a story where no one gets off clean— a
much more universal occurrence. The
Hierarchy of Fish went from being a relatively
clear division of politics to a question of
humanity. There is an incredible innovation
that comes from this process as a whole, but
more importantly, an immediacy of the
conversation that the play generates.

A hot topic of the play deals with
gender and sexuality—what do those words
mean and who has a right to comment on it?
A strong, reoccurring point within the show is
that you are the only person who can decide
who you are. It raises the question of
individual identity, leading us through rough
circumstances and questions about
determination and expression of pronouns,
yet also encapsulates the beautifully tragic
challenge of everyone wanting to have an
unapologetic, voiced opinion on how other's
beliefs affect them. There is a strange sort of
stereotypical encouragement within the fact
that a group of college students is telling this
story. College is where you are told you will

change the most and are continually on the
lookout of discovering what you believe while
discerning how to express that respectfully.
To be able to relay something that we are all
learning through a tangible piece of work is
truly incredible and opens the floor to a
continual stream of questions.

"We can't allow ourselves to
stop listening to the call to
creale, because that's
exactly what we need to be
doing in times such as
these.” -Gracie Keener

The Challenge

From the eyes of a student assistant
director, | leave you this: If something comes
up that you do not agree with, do not turn off
the screen. Sit in your opinion, acknowledge
it, and be proud of yourself for believing
something so strongly—that is a hard thing to
come by. But then open your ears. The
Hierarchy of Fish is inviting and lighthearted
yet is an educational lesson on humanity at its
core. Debatably more important than the
information that is shared throughout this
piece is the way the relationships change and
grow as these individuals make the active
choice to step out of their own comfort zone
and listen, even if they do not necessarily
agree. Know full well that your views will not
be presented as the “good guy” continuously
through this show because we are all



Pictures of Shenandoah students observing
the read through and workshopping of the
first draft of The Hierarchy of Fish




